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Program Note for
Three Songs on poems by Herman Hesse
for Das Femmes by Bruce Shavers

These poems by Herman Hesse were written in 1911. They impress one with a
great sense of foreboding, almost as if they foresee the “Great War” whose dark
shadow would fall across Europe in 1914. I have carried these poems around with
me since 1978 often trying to set them to music for soprano or tenor with piano or
small ensemble and never quite being satisfied with the results. Finally, last year
after hearing Das Femmes perform my Madrigals, which were specially arranged for
them, I got the idea to have the poems translated into English and to try setting
them for 3-part female chorus. Now I am happy with the result. The poems were
translated by Dianna Morris Shavers in 1999 and the music was written in 2000.
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How the days are heavy...
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Berge in der Nacht [1911] Herman Hesse

Mountains at Night

Translation © 1999 Dianna Morris Shavers
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